Sociodemographic correlates of visual acuity impairment in Hispanic children and adolescents.
Sociodemographic correlates of visual impairment were examined in 6- to 19-year-old Hispanic children and adolescents using data from the Hispanic Health and Nutrition Examination Survey. Mexican American and Puerto Rican children whose parents had 0 to 6 years of education were more likely to remain visually impaired even when tested with their glasses or contact lenses, if any (i.e., with usual correction) than children whose parents reported 12 to 17 years of education. Mexican Americans residing below versus at or above the poverty line were more likely to remain visually impaired even with the usual correction. Mexican Americans enrolled in the Medicaid program or who were without health insurance were more likely to remain visually impaired than Mexican Americans with private health insurance. When tested without glasses or contact lenses, Cuban Americans and Mexican Americans born outside of the mainland United States had lower rates of visual impairment compared to those born in the United States; however, children in this latter group were more likely to remain visually impaired with usual correction than U.S.-born Mexican Americans. These findings suggest that Hispanic children from economically disadvantaged households and those born outside the United States may not be receiving optimal eye care that could improve visual function.